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Introduction 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to Harvard's Center for Middle Eastern Studies 

(CMES)! We hope you will find this Student Handbook 

helpful. It has been compiled by CMES students and staff 

to ease your transition into life as a student at Harvard and 

to act as a reference throughout your time at the Center. It 

contains information about who's who at CMES, 

guidelines for the academic programs, information about 

financial assistance, work opportunities, student life and 

many other topics. CMES, your academic home for the 

duration of your program, is a community where you can 

deepen your knowledge, expand your intellectual 

horizons, enjoy yourself, and form professional 

connections and long-lasting friendships.  

 

The Center falls under the umbrella of the Graduate 

School of Arts and Sciences (GSAS) at Harvard, which is 

under the aegis of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) 

- FAS encompasses both GSAS and the undergraduate 

college. There are many other graduate schools at 

Harvard (the Law School, the Business School, the 

Kennedy School of Government, etc). As a student in the 

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, you are part of this 

larger Harvard community and will inevitably meet 

students from all parts of the university. The distinguished 

faculty, ninety-nine libraries, and unmatched resources of 

Harvard University provide an extraordinary intellectual 

environment.  

 

 

 

 

Overview of the Center 

The Center for Middle Eastern Studies (CMES) was 

established in 1954 for the purpose of supporting research 

and teaching in the languages, literatures, history, 

governments, economics, and cultures of North Africa, 

the Middle East, and Central and South Asia, with an 

emphasis on the modern period. At the core of its 

teaching and research is the pursuit of firsthand 

knowledge about the Middle East based on literacy in its 

languages and an understanding of its political and 

economic realities, its cultures and traditions. To achieve 

these aims, the Center cooperates with faculty across 

Harvard who have a Middle Eastern interest, with other 

regional studies centers, and with Harvard libraries and 

museums holding collections related to Middle Eastern 

and Islamic studies.  

 

One of the Center's primary aims is to offer a 

comprehensive program of academic training for those 

planning careers in education, government service, the 

private sector, and other professions. More than 50 

members of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences are 

associated with the Center; in addition, Middle East 

specialists are found in the Law School, the Business 

School, the Kennedy School of Government, the Divinity 

School, and the Graduate School of Design. The Center 

publishes a listing of graduate and undergraduate courses 

relating to the Middle East each year. Most of these 

courses are offered in the departments of Anthropology, 

Government, History of Art and Architecture, History, 

Religion, and Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations.
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Academic Calendar 2009–2010 

August 26    GSAS registration deadline—12:00 midnight 

August 26, 10:30am*   GSAS Orientation for new students (Sanders Theater) 

August 26, 1:00-5:00pm*   DudleyFest (Dudley House) 

August 27, 3:00-5:00pm*  CMES Orientation for Incoming Students (38 Kirkland Street, 102) 

September 2    Fall Classes Begin 

September 7    Holiday – Labor Day – CMES closed 

September 10    Study Card Day – Final Study Cards due in Dudley House at 5:00pm 

September 17, 5:00-7:00pm*  CMES Fall Reception for New and Continuing Students, Faculty,  

     Visiting Researchers, and Staff (The Faculty Club) 

October 1    Last day to drop classes for the Fall term without payment of tuition 

October 12    Holiday – Columbus Day – CMES closed 

October 19    Last day to register for or add courses for the term 

November 3    Last day to drop a Fall course 

November 11    Holiday – Veteran’s Day – CMES closed 

November 26-29   Thanksgiving Recess 

December 3    Last Day of Fall classes  

December 4-11    Fall Reading Period 

December 12-21   Fall Term Final Exams 

December 22 – January 3  Winter Recess  

January 4 – 24    Optional Winter Session 

January 13 – 22   Midyear Examinations 

January 18    Holiday – Martin Luther King Day – CMES closed 

January 25    Spring classes begin, Registration deadline at 12:00 midnight 

January 29    Study Card Day—Final Study Cards due in Dudley House at 5:00pm 

February 5    Last day to drop classes for the spring term without payment of tuition 

February 15    Holiday – President’s Day – CMES closed 

March 8    Last day to register for or add courses 

March 13-21    Spring Recess 

March 23    Last day to drop a course 

March 26    Applications due at Registrar’s Office for June degrees 

April 28    Last Day of Spring Classes 

April 29-May 6   Spring Reading Period 

May 7– 15    Final Examinations 

May 31     Holiday – Memorial Day – CMES closed 

May 27     Commencement 

 

Dates to be announced:  Graduate Progress Report due dates, Fellowship due dates, Spring Reception 

* required attendance 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
HISTORY 
Orientation:  
(3-4pm at Robinson 
Hall, Lower 
Library) 

25 
 
*Language 
Exams: Ancient 
Greek, Spanish 
 

26 
 
GSAS Registration 
for new students 
(10:30am at 
Sanders Theater) 
 
DudleyFest 
(1-5pm  at Dudley 
House) 

27 
 
*Language Exams: 
French, Italian 
 
 
CMES Orientation 
for new students 
(3-5pm at CMES, 
38 Kirkland, 102) 

28 
 
*Language Exams: 
German, Latin, 
Russian 
 
 
 
  
 
 

29 

30 
 

31 
 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
Orientation:  
(1-3:30pm at 
Peabody Museum, 
Bowditch Room) 

1 
 
 

2 
 
Fall Classes Begin 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 

6 7 
 
Labor Day 
(Holiday,  
CMES closed) 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
Deadline to Submit 
Fall Study Cards 
(5pm at Dudley 
House) 

11 
 

 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
CMES Fall 
Reception 
(5-7pm at The 
Faculty Club) 
 
 
 
 

18 19 
 

 
 
Items in bold are required for incoming students. (Make sure to attend your department orientation as well.) 
 
* Language exams listed on the 25th, 27th, and 28th take place at 10am in Robinson Hall, Rm 201. (Contact Jesse Halvorsen 
   (jrhalvor@fas.harvard.edu) in the History Department to sign up for an exam.) 

August/September 2009: Orientation and Registration
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/// Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (GSAS)  
 
 

/// GSAS Registration: August 26 deadline 

Registration is the official means by which you inform the 

Graduate School of Arts & Sciences (GSAS) that you intend to 

be in residence for a particular academic year. At registration, 

you receive your Harvard student ID, course catalog, general 

information about GSAS resources and policies, etc.  

 

Registration for incoming students is a two-step process. First, 

you will indicate that you are ready to begin classes by 

registering online. You will enter the Registration site by 

beginning at http://my.harvard.edu and logging in with your 

Harvard ID and Personal Information Number (PIN). Click on 

the “Campus Resources” tab and follow the onscreen 

instructions and you will soon be registered. 

 

Second, you must come in person to DudleyFest on 

Wednesday, August 26, where you will receive your temporary 

ID card and will have your photo taken for your permanent ID 

card. In addition, you will be able to pick up copies of Courses 

of Instruction and the GSAS Handbook. Should you have any 

problems registering, representatives from offices such as the 

International Office, GSAS Admissions, and Student Billing 

will be present to help. If you do not have access to a computer, 

terminals will be available at DudleyFest. New graduate 

students must register in person; it is not possible to register 

from a remote location or to send a proxy. Returning students 

register online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Treasures of the Harvard Libraries:”  

CMES library Orientation: TBD 

 Cheryl Laguardia, Research Librarian at Widener Library, will 

present a Library Workshop for CMES Graduate Students in the 

Larsen Room, Lamont Library. This workshop will cover 

HOLLIS searching, introduce electronic resources available 

through the Harvard Libraries Portal (such as the Encyclopedia 

of Islam, Index Islamicus, Columbia International Affairs 

Online, the MLA Bibliography, JSTOR Middle East Studies, 

Multidata Online, World News Connection, and much more), 

and provide other working tools - such as online transliteration 

tables.  

** Attendance will be required for all AM students** 

 

 

/// Departmental Orientations for Ph.D. Students 

It is required that incoming students attend both the CMES and 

their department orientation. 

 

Anthropology—Orientation for incoming students will be held 

on Monday, August 31 from 1-3:30pm in the Bowditch Room of 

the Peabody Museum. Contact the program administrator for 

further details (mfritz@fas.harvard.edu or 617-495-5564). 

 

History of Art and Architecture —The department organizes 

three orientation events in early Fall: a meeting with academic 

advisors, lunch with the Director of Graduate Studies, and a tour 

of the Harvard museums. Contact department for details. 

 

History—A general orientation session for first-year graduate 

students will be held Monday, August 24 from 3:00 - 4:00 pm in 

the Lower Library, Robinson Hall with the Department Chair, 

Director of Graduate Studies, Coordinator of Graduate Studies, 

and a Research Librarian.  During the year, the department holds 

career planning workshops, including a CV and cover letter 

workshop, and mock job talks for advanced students who are 

applying for academic positions. Contact the History 

Department for more details at 617-495-2556. 

 

European language examinations: 

Please contact Jesse Halvorsen (jrhalvor@fas.harvard.edu) in 

the History Department to sign up for an exam.  

 

All exams take place at 10am in Robinson Hall, Rm 201 

on the following dates.   

Tuesday, August 25: Ancient Greek, Spanish 

Thursday, August 27: French, Italian 

Friday, August 28:  German, Latin, Russian 
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CMES Offices: Staff & Faculty

 

 

/// CMES Staff at 38 Kirkland 

 
Cemal Kafadar, PhD 
Interim Director of CMES  
Vehbi Koç Professor of Turkish Studies 
38 Kirkland Street, 201  
kafadar@fas.harvard.edu 
 
Susan M. Kahn, PhD 
Associate Director of CMES 
Acting Director of Graduate Studies 
Director of AM Program 
Lecturer, NELC 
38 Kirkland Street, Room 110 
Tel: 5-7596  |  skahn@fas.harvard.edu 
 
Paul Beran, PhD 
Outreach Program Director 
38 Kirkland Street, Room 206 
Tel: 6-1002  |  pberan@fas.harvard.edu 
 
 
Alison Howe 
Center Administrator  
38 Kirkland Street, Room 104 
Tel: 5-4056  |  howe@fas.harvard.edu 
 
Kristin Brown 
Coordinator of Events and Alumni Relations 
38 Kirkland Street, Room 108 
Tel: 5-1036  | kebrown@fas.harvard.edu 
 
Anna Kreslavskaya 
Financial Associate 
38 Kirkland Street, Room 105 
Tel: 5-8701  |  kreslavs@fas.harvard.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Helping Kristin with event planning? 

Students working with Kristin Brown to plan 
events should use the Event Planning tool on the 
CMES web site:  

http://cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/events/planning 

The Outreach Center 

The CMES Outreach Center is run by Paul Beran and provides 

educational resources and training to teachers working on the Middle 

East region. High school teachers can approach the Outreach Center 

for information to help them with classes on World History, World 

Knowledge, World Geography, World Cultures, and World Current 

Events. Other, more unusual calls to the Center have come from 

converts to Islam in prisons asking to borrow books. Outreach helps 

the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities with resources for 

its lecture series. Are you listening? is a collection of stories about 

children’s lives in the Middle East and is available on the Outreach 

Center website to download for free. The Center produces yearly 

curriculum modules— the most recent are Celebrating Nowruz, The 

Cultures and People of the Arab World, and Celebrating Ramadan. 

 

The Outreach Center Library 

The Center for Middle Eastern Studies’ Outreach Center possesses a 

compact but well-stocked library, located at 17 Sumner Road. The 

Outreach Center is open weekdays 9–5 (though it’s best to make an 

appointment) and serves both members of the Harvard Community 

and the general public. The library’s extensive multimedia collection 

includes reference works on Islam and the Middle East, works of 

Islamic and Middle Eastern literature, children’s books, DVD and 

VHS films (documentary, educational, and feature), slides, cassettes 

and CDs, maps, teaching resources (including lesson plans and 

curricula), periodicals, and language resources. The entire library 

collection is searchable on the web through the Outreach Center’s 

website. Materials can be requested from anywhere in the United 

States and shipped directly to borrowers. Library assistants are 

available during regular office hours and can provide individualized 

assistance by phone at 617-495-4078 or via e-mail at 

cmesoc@fas.harvard.edu, or you may contact Outreach Director 

Paul Beran at 617-496-1002 or at pberan@fas.harvard.edu. 

Teachers and other interested community residents in the Cambridge 

area may also visit the Center and browse the resources in person. 
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/// CMES Faculty, Associates, and the Arabic Program 

The Center is home not only to Center staff, but also to 

several key members of faculty, The Outreach Center, 

Harvard’s Arabic Program, and usually four dissertation 

writers. Here is a brief listing: 

Name and Faculty Position Office # 

Khaled Al-Masri, Arabic Preceptor 38K-301 

Mostafa Atamnia, Arabic Preceptor 38K-303 

Don Babai, CMES Associate, Editor of HMEIR 17S-205 

Paul Beran, Director of The Outreach Center 38K-206 

Jocelyne Cesari, CMES Associate,  

Program Director of Islam in the West 

38K-202 

Sayed Elsisi, Arabic Preceptor 38K-303 

William Granara, Director of Moroccan Studies, 

Professor of Arabic 

38K-302 

Cemal Kafadar, Interim CMES Director,  

Vehbi Koç Professor of Turkish Studies 

38K- 201 

Susan Kahn, Associate Director of CMES 38K-110 

Ahmad Mahdavi-Damaghani, Senior Teaching    

Assistant in Arabic and Persian Language 

38K-204 

Lenore Martin, CMES Associate, Co-Chair of  

Seminar on Modern Turkey and WCFIA/CMES 

Seminar on Modern Middle Eastern Politics 

17S-205 

Roy Mottahedeh, Chair of the Committee on 

Islamic Studies, Gurney Professor of History, 

Chair of the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Islamic 

Studies Program 

38K-209 

Roger Owen, A. J. Meyer Professor of Middle 

Eastern History, Director of Graduate Studies  

38K-210 

Sara Roy, CMES Associate, Co-Chair of the 

Middle East Forum and WCFIA/CMES Seminar 

on Modern Middle Eastern Politics 

17S-209 

Himmet Taskomur, Turkish Preceptor 38K-211 

 

38K= 38 Kirkland Street 

17S= 17 Sumner Road 

 

A full list of Middle East-related Primary Faculty and Related 

Faculty can be found online and in the appendix of this 

handbook. 

How do I set up an appointment to speak with a 

member of the faculty during his/her office hours? 

Professors, Teaching Assistants (TAs, language class 

assistants), and Teaching Fellows (TFs, graduate student 

section leaders) hold Office Hours during which they are 

available to discuss your work and give you guidance on 

your research. Most Harvard faculty post weekly office 

hours indicating when they are available for 

appointments. The best way to set up an appointment is 

by e-mail, either directly with the professor or with 

his/her assistant (not all professors have assistants).  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who do I go to with questions about…? 

The AM program? The PhD programs? 
Susan Kahn 
 
Making an appointment with the Director? 
CMES Office Manager & Assistant to the Director 
 
Making an appointment with other professors at the Center? 
Please go directly to the professors themselves 
 
Summer Travel Grants? 
Susan Kahn 
 
e-cmes or the CMES website? 
Web Coordinator 
 
Posting to the Mideast Mailing List? 
http://cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/events/mideastlist 
 
Working as a Student Assistant? 
Susan Kahn/Alison Howe 
 
Hiring and reimbursement processes? 
Anna Kreslavskaya 
 
Upcoming CMES events? 
Kristin Brown 
 

Make the Most of Professors’ Office Hours 

Meeting with professors should be one of the foundations 
of your graduate school experience. Attend the office hours 
of a professor with whom you have identified common 
research interests. Introduce yourself and your academic 
interests. Each professor has his/her own personal style. 
Some professors enjoy talking to students at length about 
their own work; other professors may hold very brief 
appointments. Office hours may be relaxed or more formal.  
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Coursework 

 

/// Course Selection 

Harvard does not have pre-registration for courses; course 

selections are made by means of the Study Card, which is 

filed at the end of the first week of classes, known as 

Shopping Week.  

 

/// Shopping Week 

The first meeting of classes is on Wednesday, 

September 2, 2009. During Shopping Week, attend any 

and every class that you have a remote interest in (you 

can enter or leave a class at any point) in order to make an 

informed choice when you hand in your Study Card. 

Courses are not always what their descriptions and 

websites make them seem. Concentrate on picking the 

right courses for you. Consult the CMES list of Middle 

Eastern related courses, ask advice from Susan Kahn, 

your advisors, and from your fellow students. Other 

useful sources of information are the Course Evaluation 

Guide, a.k.a. “CUE Guide,” available online (Harvard pin 

required). 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
/// Course Nomenclature  

There are several different types of courses offered at the 

FAS:  A seminar tends to focus on more advanced and/or 

specific research topics. It has few, if any, lectures; 

usually limits enrollment to from 12 to 15 students; and 

emphasizes student presentations, papers, and research.  

 

 

 

A proseminar is generally a required graduate course 

taken to obtain appropriate background in a subject. 

 

A conference course places more emphasis on discussion than 

research. It usually has an enrollment of about 25 students (35  

maximum); meets once a week for 2–3 hours; and incorporates 

lectures, as well as student papers and research.  

 

A reading course (3000 level course) is an individually tailored 

program of reading and research. This must be arranged with the 

professor with whom you wish to take the course. 

 

/// Course catalogs on the Web 

GSAS Courses of Instruction 
http://www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu/fasro/courses/index.jsp 
 
Design School Course Catalog 
http://www.gsd.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/courses/index.cgi 
 
Divinity School Course Catalog 
http://www.hds.harvard.edu/registrar/courselist.html 
 
Islamic Legal Studies Program 
www.law.harvard.edu/programs/ilsp/ 
 
JFK Government School Course Catalog 
http://ksgaccman.harvard.edu/courses/ 
 
Law School Course Catalog 
http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/registrar/catalog/ 
 
School of Education 
 www.gse.harvard.edu/academics/catalogue/index.html 
 
School of Public Health 
www.hsph.harvard.edu 
 
Medical School 
www.medcatalog.harvard.edu 

 
 
Non-Harvard catalogues 
 
MIT 
http://web.mit.edu/education 
 
Tufts 
http://fletcher.tufts.edu/academic 
 
 

A Helpful Tip Regarding Class Times 
 
An FAS class will not begin until seven minutes after it is 
scheduled, i.e. a class scheduled from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 
p.m. will begin at 11:07 a.m. This gives you time to get from 
one class to another, time to purchase a coffee, or to snatch 
an extra seven minutes of sleep in the morning. 
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/// Cross-Registration 

Cross-registering at another graduate school will allow 

you to experience different perspectives, methodologies, 

and intellectual challenges. Beware that Shopping Week 

and registration deadlines for the other Harvard 

Graduate schools, and other universities in the area, 

will take place at different times (invariably earlier) 

than at GSAS. MIT, Fletcher, and several Harvard 

schools operate on different academic calendars than 

GSAS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The basic steps for cross-registration are: 

�  Confirm that you are eligible to cross-register, and that 

there are no schedule conflicts. Check that the course 

you plan to take will carry the appropriate amount of 

credit in GSAS. 

�  Fill out cross-registration petition (available from the 

FAS Registrar’s Office at 20 Garden Street or online 

from above web site.) 

�  Have the petition signed by the course instructor. 

�  File the petition plus two copies with the other school’s 

registrar before the deadline (see web site for registrar 

offices’ addresses and phone numbers). 

 

When you cross-register, remember that you are subject 

to all the rules and regulation of GSAS as well as those of 

the other school. Different grading schemes, policies and 

fees apply to courses at other schools. Where deadlines 

differ from GSAS, the earlier deadline applies to you. It is 

your responsibility to find out about grading policy of the 

other school; that policy will apply to you as a cross- 

registrant. Please see the GSAS Handbook for complete 

information about cross- registration. 

N.B. KSG will accept late registrations but will impose a 

fine; the Law School does not welcome late applications; 

and tuition fees for the Business School (B School) are 

higher than those for GSAS.  

 

/// Course Enrollment and Study Card 

Course enrollment is carried out online through the 

"Courses" tab at http://my.harvard.edu. To sign up for 

classes, move courses from the electronic shopping cart to 

the electronic Study Card. Your electronic study card will 

become available once you have registered on August 26. 

This electronic Study Card can then be printed and used 

to collect the necessary signatures before being submitted 

on Study Card Day.  

AM Study Cards—AM students meet with Susan Kahn 

individually to discuss course selections. AM students 

should list their advisor as “Susan M. Kahn, 

Instructor’s Number 4833”. Dr. Kahn’s signature is 

required before the study card can be submitted. 

PhD Study Cards—PhD students should plan a tentative 

two-year academic program to discuss with their faculty 

advisors. The advisor’s signature is required before the 

study card can be submitted. 

 

/// Study Card Tips 

�  You must list the correct catalogue number for each 

course. 

�  The instructor’s signature is required for courses marked 

with an "*" 

�  Instructor name and number are needed only for 300- and 

3000- level courses 

�  The Study Card deadline: September 10, 2009 – 5pm 

�  A late fee of $40 per week is charged for Study Cards 

handed in after the deadline.  

�  See the GSAS Handbook for deadlines concerning 

dropping/adding courses during the semester 

 

 

 

Cross-Registration Web Site 
 

The procedure for cross-registration can be found online  
https://crossreg.harvard.edu 

 
This is in part an electronic process, but you will need to 
collect the signatures of course leaders and your advisor 
before delivering the application to the FAS Registrar. 
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/// Time and 3010/3020 

G1 and G2 PhD students may register for 3010 courses, in 

consultation with their advisor. Students in the G3 year 

and beyond who have completed most coursework should 

register for 3020s, Direction of Doctoral Dissertation. A 

student can register for up to four units of 3020 per 

semester. It is expected, of course, that students maintain 

contact with their adviser who will be signing the 

evaluation for 3020's; even if you are at very initial stages 

of your thesis research and working rather independently, 

your advisor should be advised of your progress. Students 

in years G3 and beyond are also permitted to register for 

Time (T, teaching- related, C, course-related, or R, 

research-related); however, 3020's are preferable.  

 

/// GSAS Handbook 

The GSAS Handbook describes the regulations and rules 

that apply to students in the Graduate School of Arts and 

Sciences, and provides information concerning health, 

housing, and other University resources for graduate 

students. The handbook is available online at 

www.gsas.harvard.edu/publications/gsas_handbook.php 

See the GSAS Handbook for the last word on Graduate 

School Policy. All students are responsible for the 

information contained in the GSAS Handbook 

 

/// Reading Period, Exams and Grades 

Reading Period—The week and a half between the end 

of classes and the exam period – does not mean 

‘vacation’. Some classes, particularly language classes, 

meet during Reading Period, and assignments may be due 

in this time. Some professors will not accept term papers 

by e-mail. Take this into consideration when arranging 

holiday vacation. 

 

Exams and Grades—Some classes have a final paper, 

others hold a final exam, and some classes require both a 

paper and an exam! Make sure that you know the exam 

and paper due dates for all your courses. Exam dates and 

times are non-negotiable. (Many a student has tried, but 

failed, to change the date of an exam.) Consult the 

website of the FAS Registrar for information about exam 

location. 

 

Examination Requirements—To obtain credit in a 

course for which there is a regularly scheduled final 

examination or both a mid-year and a final examination, a 

student must take such examinations unless previously 

excused by the department. A student absent from a final 

examination because of illness must fill out a petition for 

a make-up examination at the Harvard University Health 

Services within twenty-four hours of the beginning of the 

examination. In an emergency, if the student is unable to 

go to the Health Services, or is being treated elsewhere, 

the petition may be requested from the Registrar’s office; 

in this case, the student must also file a letter from a 

physician with the Accessible Education Office certifying 

the date and nature of the illness. 

 

Grade Requirements—The minimum standard for 

satisfactory work in the Graduate School is a B average in 

each academic year. See the GSAS Handbook for details 

on this and other GSAS policies. Grades are available 

online approximately ten days after the end of term at: 

www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu 

 

/// Writing Resources 

The Writing Center, Barker Humanities Center, 

 617-495-1655  | www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr 

The Writing Center offers individual consultations to 

graduate students working on their own writing, including 

dissertations. Students may come at any stage of their 

writing for one-hour conferences with a specially trained 

tutor. All consultations are free and confidential. 

Meetings are held in the Teaching Fellows Room on the 

Mezzanine Level of Dudley House. Contact Graduate 

Writing Tutor Suzanne Smith at 

gwriting@fas.harvard.edu. 
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/// Dissertation Writers’ Support Group 

www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/dissertation_

writing 

The Bureau of Study Counsel offers a Dissertation 

Writers Support Group each semester to GSAS students. 

This is a six-session group in which dissertation writers 

share issues that both support and hinder the writing 

process. A half-hour informational meeting should be 

scheduled with Dr. Sunglim Shin or Dr. Niti Seth, 617-

495-2581, for students who would like more information 

about the group. 
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CMES: Events and Publications 

 

/// Overview 

Each week, numerous lectures and seminars are held at 

CMES. These programs bring many different speakers to 

campus to discuss their research, current events, or other 

topics, and provide unique opportunities to expand your 

horizons and make professional contacts with working 

scholars, artists, journalists, politicians and others who are 

actively engaged in Middle Eastern affairs. Don’t confine 

your learning experiences to your coursework. 

 

There are a number of ways to stay informed about what's 

happening at CMES, as well as what's happening in the 

Middle Eastern Studies community in and around Boston. 

Announcements are posted on the Center’s bulletin 

boards, and notices are distributed via the Mideast listserv 

and published to the CMES website and to our online 

magazine, e-cmes. 

 

/// Mideast List 

The Mideast List is an e-mail listserv that acts as the 

primary tool of communication for those affiliated with 

the Center for Middle Eastern Studies. All Middle Eastern 

seminars, workshops, special events and at Harvard, and 

in the surrounding community, are announced via e-mail 

on the list. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

/// CMES Website 

The CMES website, www.cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu, is 

another great source of information about events. A full  

 

events calendar, seminar and workshop descriptions, and 

event proceedings can all be easily found there. Check the 

website often for This Week at CMES, a snapshot of 

ME-related events taking place each week, located right 

on the home page. You can also sign up for the Events 

RSS Feed from the Calendar page so that you are 

automatically updated when new events are announced.  

 

/// Online Magazine, e-cmes 

E-cmes, http://www.cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/ecmes, is an 

online forum for news and ideas related to Middle Eastern 

Studies at Harvard University. Contributions from CMES 

students are always welcome.  We encourage you to contribute 

to e-cmes during your time at CMES. If you would like to 

submit a piece, please contact the Web and Publications 

Coordinator. 

 

/// CMES Bulletin Boards 

There are several areas on the first floor of the Center for 

displaying notices. These boards are used to post 

language study opportunities, Middle East-related job 

offers, event publicity, and grant and fellowship 

deadlines. You can use these notice boards to publicize 

your own events.  

 

/// CMES Community Fall Social Events 

 
�  CMES Fall Reception 
 Thursday, September 17, 2009 

5-7pm, Harvard Faculty Club  
 
�  CMES MESA Reception 

Exact date TBD 
Conference dates are November 21-24, 2009 
Boston Marriott Copley Place  

 

 

 

 

Sign up for the MidEast List! 

As soon as you receive your fas e-mail account, sign up for 

the Mideast List at this link: 

 

http://cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/events/mideastlist 
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/// MESA 2009 Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Middle Eastern Studies 

Association will be held this year in Boston from 

November 21–24. Please visit the MESA web site for 

information and registration pricing, and for the program. 

Please note that entry fees for student members are 

reduced if you pre-register by a certain date. 

http://www.mesa.arizona.edu 

 

/// Conferences and Workshops 

CMES sponsors many conferences and workshops 

throughout the academic year. Recent events include 

“New Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Water and 

Society,” “Sexualities in the Middle East,” and “Ottoman 

Shari’a Court Records II.” Details of these conferences 

and abstracts, transcripts, and audio files where available 

can be found on the CMES website. Make sure to check 

the bulletin boards and CMES website for announcements 

relating to conferences and workshops. 
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CMES LECTURE SERIES 

 
CMES Middle East Forum  
The Middle East Forum invites prominent western and non- western scholars to lecture on topics in the modern history of the 
Middle East. Roger Owen (eowen@fas.harvard.edu) and Sara Roy (sroy@fas.harvard.edu), co-chairs  
 
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs (WCFIA)/CMES joint seminar on modern Middle East politics 
Ambassadors, dignitaries and scholars lecture on topics in modern Middle East politics. WCFIA is located at 1737 
Cambridge Street.  Lenore G. Martin, Sara Roy and Herbert C. Kelman, co-chairs (sroy@fas.harvard.edu). 
 
Seminar on Modern Turkey 
Politicians, authors, and academics lecture on topics on modern Turkey. Cemal Kafadar (on Sabbatical 2008-09) and Lenore 
G. Martin, co-chairs (lgmartin@fas.harvard.edu). 
 
Islam in the West  
Since its creation in 2001, the study group has focused on the condition of Muslims in Europe and in the United States by 
inviting experts and scholars from Europe and the United States to address the following topics: legal and political integration 
of Islam in Europe and in the United States, the political and social consequences of 9/11 on European and American 
Muslims, the development of transnational Muslim networks and their influence in the West. Jocelyne Cesari, chair 
(jcesari@fas.harvard.edu).  
 
Israeli Law, Literature and Society  
Irit Aharony (aharony@fas.harvard.edu ) and Susan Kahn (skahn@fas.harvard.edu), co-chairs. 
 
H. A. R. Gibb Arabic and Islamic Studies Lecture Series  
The Gibb Lecture Series is an annual series of lectures that focus on Islamic studies and medieval history.  
 
Harvard Middle Eastern Cultural Association Middle East Language Seminar 
Visiting professors lecture on contemporary issues in Arabic, Persian, Hebrew and Turkish. 
 
Special Events and Ad Hoc Seminars 
Check the Monthly Calendar of all CMES Events and Activities on the Center’s website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 17 

Financial Aid, Fellowships, and Grants 

  

/// GSAS Financial Aid Office 

CMES students are fortunate to have Emily Burns as a 

Financial Aid Officer. Emily is a wonderful resource and 

you would be advised to build a good relationship with 

her. Her office is in Holyoke Center, 3rd floor, Cambridge, 

MA 02138. She can be reached at 617-495-5396 and 

emburns@fas.harvard.edu.  

 

You can manage your financial aid and term billing using 

the my.Harvard.edu  portal.  You should also consult the 

GSAS Admissions and Financial Aid Office booklet, 

“Financing Graduate Study” for information about 

scholarships, federal programs, and other sources of 

support: www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students 

 

/// Financial Aid for New Students 

AM— Financial Aid for AM students is extremely 

limited. Eligible prospective students may apply for an 

academic year Foreign Language and Area Studies 

(FLAS) fellowships at the same time as they apply for 

admission. All students may apply for HELP loan funding 

regardless of citizenship status. Prospective students are 

encouraged to apply for independent grants and 

fellowships to fund their studies. 

PhD—Incoming CMES PhD students are guaranteed a 

financial aid package including grants covering tuition 

and living expenses in their first two years, tuition and 

living expenses in the form of assured eligibility for a 

Teaching Fellowship in their third and fourth years, and 

tuition in their final year. In addition, they are eligible for 

summer research awards following their first and second 

years in the program. Some aid offers are granted on the 

basis of merit, others are based on an analysis of student 

resources, while still others reflect a combination of merit 

and need. For detailed information about financing study  

 

 

at GSAS, please see the GSAS Guide to Admission and 

Financial Aid. 

 

///Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowships  

The FLAS Fellowship program supports graduate training 

in approved foreign languages and related area 

studies. The fellowship competition is held annually for 

year-long and summer fellowships, and is open to US 

citizens and Permanent Residents whose interests 

seriously involve regional studies. Applications are 

available on request at the GSAS Admissions and 

Financial Aid Office or on the GSAS Website.  The 

application deadline for continuing and prospective 

students is in early January. Don’t miss the deadline! 

N.B. FLAS awards must be used in approved countries 

(not on the US Department of State warning list) and 

language centers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

///GSAS Academic Fellowships Office 

One of the unique resources available at GSAS is the counseling 

of Fellowships Director Cynthia Verba. She provides 

incomparable advice about available fellowships, and on 

crafting fellowship proposals. For an appointment, phone 617-

495-1814. Be sure to consult the web site for information on 

preparing for a counseling session: 

www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/fellowships_office 

 

///GSAS Bulletin 

This monthly publication will be delivered to you in the 

mail. Look for listings of fellowships and grants, and 

check the Bulletin for application deadlines.   

FLAS Contact Information:  
Bob LaPointe, FLAS Coordinator 

1350 Massachusetts Avenue, Holyoke Center, 3rd Floor 
Phone: 617-495- 5396 

Fax: 617-496-5333 
E-mail: flas@fas.harvard.edu 

 
www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/flas.php 
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Job Opportunities at Harvard 

 

There are plenty of student jobs at Harvard, flexible 

enough to fit with your studies and social life. Here is a 

list – not exhaustive – of places to look for employment. 

 

/// CMES Online Jobs and Fellowships Board 

Job notices sent to CMES and information on grants and 

fellowships are forwarded to the student listserv and 

posted to the CMES website on the Jobs and Fellowships 

Board (http://cmes.hmdc.harvard.edu/cnfboard). You 

can also subscribe to an RSS feed from the board so that 

you are automatically updated when new jobs are posted.  

 

/// The Student Employment Office (SEO) 

www.seo.harvard.edu 

The Student Employment Office is dedicated to helping 

students find worthwhile work, whether it is keeping 

University offices, libraries, labs and facilities operating 

smoothly, pursuing research with a faculty member, or 

serving the community as a reading tutor. The SEO’s jobs 

database makes it easy for prospective employers to post 

their positions, and it offers several programs (Work-

Study and the HCRP among others) to expand research 

and public service opportunities as well as more 

traditional jobs.  

  

/// Work-Study 

The University administers a Federal Work-Study 

Program for eligible undergraduate and graduate students 

(US citizens and permanent residents). In order to apply, 

students must first meet with our Financial Aid Officer, 

Emily Burns (at emburns@fas.harvard.edu and 617-

495-5396), to determine eligibility (you may be eligible 

for work-study even if you do not qualify for financial 

aid). Under this program, the federal government 

contributes towards the student’s wages for work with 

non-profit organizations. Many work-study positions are  

 

at Harvard, but it is also possible to work for an outside 

organization. The Work Study Office is in the Holyoke 

Center, third floor, Tel: 617-495-2587. 

 

/// Bibliographic Assistant 

Judaica Division, Widener Library—The Judaica 

Division usually hires a number of students each year. 

Contact Elizabeth Vernon at vernon@fas.harvard.edu. 

Middle Eastern Division, Widener Library—The Middle 

Eastern Division of Widener Library is responsible for 

Harvard’s collection of Middle Eastern language 

materials— books, periodicals, newspapers, videos, and 

other formats in Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Urdu, 

Armenian, Kurdish, and a number of other 

languages. Part-time work is available to assist with the 

processing of new acquisitions. Interested individuals 

should contact Michael Hopper, Head of Middle Eastern 

Division, at mhopper@fas.harvard.edu. 

 

/// Dudley House Fellows 

Dudley House fellows are graduate student staff who 

organize intellectual, cultural, athletic, and social 

activities at Dudley House. Fellows work closely with the 

House master, House administrator, GSAS administrators, 

and each other to enrich graduate student life at Harvard. 

Full Dudley fellows receive 10 meals per week in the 

Dudley Café and a $3,000 stipend. They are guaranteed 

their choice of housing in the GSAS Residence Halls 

should they wish to live there. Applications for Dudley 

fellow positions are available in January for the following 

academic year. Contact Susan Zawalich, Dudley House 

administrator, at 617-495-2255 or 

zawalich@fas.harvard.edu. 
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/// Islam in the West 

The Islam in the West program coordinated by Jocelyne 

Cesari, an Associate of the Center for Middle Eastern 

Studies, aims to enhance knowledge on Muslim 

minorities in secular and democratic contexts in the West. 

Professor Cesari often needs student assistants to help 

with the following key activities: the seminar series, Islam 

in the West; a GSAS Student  

Workshop about Islam in the West; publications; and  

the Muslims in Boston Survey. Contact Jocelyne  

Cesari at jcesari@fas.harvard.edu for more information. 

 

/// Outreach Assistant  

Many CMES students work with the Outreach Program, 

reviewing material, helping develop curricula, and giving 

lectures in local schools. See the section in this handbook 

on the Outreach Center for more details of the services 

that the Center provides. 

 

/// Paid Positions at CMES 

CMES occasionally employs part-time student assistants. 

For example, assisting at an international single or multi-

day conference hosted by CMES; work might include 

greeting speakers, giving orientation to attendees, 

assisting during panel discussions, and running 

microphones. Check the Mideast list for opportunities or 

speak the Center Staff. If you work for CMES or for 

CMES faculty or associates, you must read the guidelines 

in the CMES Guide for Student Assistants, available on 

the CMES website. 

 

/// Research Assistantships 

In past years, CMES students have worked for Harvard 

faculty as well as for CMES Associates. While some 

research assistantships are posted through the Program 

Office, most are found by networking and approaching 

professors directly. You will also receive e-mail job  

 

announcements via the Mideast list should faculty 

members need assistants.  

 

/// Student Assistant 

There are many libraries and programs at Harvard, some 

with Middle East collections and projects that require 

student assistants, for example, the Aga Khan Office in 

the Fine Arts Library. Check the Mideast List for 

opportunities. If you work for CMES, or for CMES 

faculty or associates, you must read the guidelines in the 

CMES Guide for Student Assistants, available online. 

 

/// Teaching 

Advanced graduate students should consult with Susan 

Kahn about teaching positions.  

 

/// Housing Opportunities:  

Affiliation with an Undergraduate House—Residential 

positions are available to all graduate students. In early 

January, applications for Freshman Proctor and House 

Tutor  positions can be made to the Freshman Dean's 

Office and the undergraduate dormitories, respectively. 

The usual stipend is room and board plus half of a 

teaching fifth for resident tutors or freshman proctors and 

free meals for non-resident tutors. Tutors and proctors are 

expected to participate fully in the life of the Houses and 

provide academic advice to undergraduate concentrators 

in History. Graduate students may consult the GSAS 

Bulletin  for application deadlines. 

 

The Houses engage graduate students from diverse 

backgrounds to provide undergraduates with academic 

counseling and exposure to a more mature point of view. 

Openings are limited and the competition is intense, but 

students who have secured a position have found the 

experience to be extremely rewarding.  
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GSAS Resident Advisors (RAs) are graduate students who 

are employed by the GSAS Office of Student Affairs to 

fulfill various responsibilities in the GSAS Residence 

Halls. Resident Advisors receive free accommodation and 

ten meals per week at the Dudley Café. Note, only those 

who have already spent a year living in the GSAS 

Residence Halls may apply. Please consult the 

October/November issue of the GSAS Bulletin or Ellen 

Fox at 617-495-5005 or efox@fas.harvard.edu for more 

information.

“ The Residence Halls house students from all the 
Harvard Graduate Schools, and from all over the 
world. As an RA, you learn about Harvard administration 
and resources and are given excellent training in how to 
deal with emergency situations, cultural differences, and 
issues in the residence halls. The position allows you to 
live in one of the GSAS residence halls and eat in Dudley 
Café free of charge. This is not a job for someone who is 
fiercely independent and values her privacy: you will 
spend most of September and October involved in 
welcoming and orientation activities, and throughout the 
year will have to organize floor activities and to fulfill 
various responsibilities in the residence halls. At times, it 
can feel that you are advisor, map, phonebook, nurse, 
and negotiator for twenty-five people! However, this is a 
remarkable opportunity to meet and form friendships with 
students from different backgrounds, to contribute to 
their Graduate School experience, to have fun and to be 
involved in the Harvard community.”   

                         -Hannah-Louise Clark, AM 2005 
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Summer Travel, Study and Internships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AM Students are encouraged to travel to the Middle East 

during the summer between their first and second years to 

work, research or continue their language study. PhD 

students often travel to the region to carry out their 

dissertation research. 

 

/// International Travel Insurance 

If your summer plans involve 

travel outside the US, you are 

required by CMES to apply for 

free emergency insurance with 

SOS International. 

 

What is SOS International Insurance? 

Harvard University has contracted with a company called 

International SOS to provide 24-hour worldwide 

emergency medical and evacuation assistance for 

Harvard's employees and students traveling on University 

related activities. International SOS is the world's largest 

medical and security assistance company, with more than 

3,000 professionals in 24-hour Alarm Centers, 

international clinics and remote-site medical facilities 

across five continents. Please note International SOS is 

NOT health insurance, it is a travel assistance program. 

Harvard travelers should maintain their own personal  

 

 

health insurance and determine how their health insurance 

program applies to medical care prior to traveling. 

 

When traveling please register your trip on the SOS web 

site so that SOS will be able to be proactive if a crisis 

happens in the area you are traveling. CMES will have 

access to this database and will be able to better respond 

to emergencies. You are strongly encouraged to 

register all of your Harvard-related travel on this site. 

 

How do I obtain coverage? 

This is a brief online process. You will need use of the 

Internet and a printer, and your Harvard ID and password 

to access and print the International SOS ID Card. 

 

Why do I need this? It's free... and it could prove to be 

useful. If you are while visiting the ruins at Baalbek, 

hiking through the Atlas, kayaking up the Euphrates, etc, 

you can call for assistance 24/7. Visit their website at: 

http://vpf-web.harvard.edu/rmas/4_insurance/intnlsos.html 
 

 

/// Summer Travel Funds for AM and PhD Students 

Summer FLAS: Open only to continuing (already 

registered) students. These fellowships may be used in the 

United States or overseas. In either case, the Department 

of Education stipulates that FLAS fellowships may be 

used only in a certain number of accredited learning 

institutions. Overseas, these are programs either created 

or run by a U.S. institution. Students must use their FLAS 

award in an accredited advanced language program 

overseas that will provide the equivalent of one academic 

year of language training. Applications are due in 

January, and should be sent to FLAS Coordinator, 1350 

Massachusetts Avenue, Holyoke Center, 3rd Floor, 
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Cambridge, MA 02138, Phone: 617-495-5396, Fax: 617-

496-5333, E-mail: flas@fas.harvard.edu. For forms and 

more information, visit: 

www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/flas.php 

 

Moroccan Studies Grants: CMES has a limited number 

of grants for students who are planning research, language 

study, or other scholarly projects in Morocco during the 

summer. Applicants should submit a one- to two-page 

proposal, including specifics about the intended study 

program, funding needs, an up-to-date transcript, and a 

letter of recommendation from his/her advisor. Please 

consult William Granara, Director of the Moroccan 

Studies Program at CMES,  for more information. Non-

U.S. citizens are welcome to apply. CMES administers 

the application for this fellowship; students wishing to 

apply should use the CARAT Common Application for 

summer grants. Upon the completion of the study 

sponsored by this grant, students are required to present a 

two-page report on their study/research to the Fellowships 

Committee, including an account of how the funds were 

spent. For an application form, visit: 

www.ocs.fas.harvard.edu/students/fellowships.htm 
 
 

///CMES funds 

There may be a limited number of grants for summer 

travel and research. Please see Susan, Kahn, Acting 

Director of Graduate Studies, for more information.  

 

///Discretionary funds 

Some professors at the Center may have discretionary 

funds at their disposal, which they may award for a 

clearly defined project proposed by a student. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

///Summer Language Programs 

A Useful MESA Resource 

The Middle East Studies Association (MESA) hosts an 

invaluable list of summer language programs in the 

Middle East. Note that not all of these programs are 

accredited for use with FLAS funds.  

http://mesa.wns.ccit.arizona.edu/publications/summer.htm 

 

CMES Website 

The CMES website and e-cmes host information about 

and reviews of overseas language programs. 

 

 
/// Summer Internships 

Some students find internships during the summer. You 

may find the following resources helpful in finding 

summer internship positions: 

 

Everett Public Policy Internships are available in New 

York and Washington DC. The site lists more than 30 

NGOs, including Human Rights Watch. 

www.everettinternships.org 

 

Idealist.org allows you to specify criteria using their 

search engine, and sends daily e-mail summaries of 

internships and jobs that meet your search criteria. 

www.idealist.org 

 

Harvard’s Office of Careers Services (OCS) has career 

information mailing lists. To receive e-mail 

announcements on workshops, career programs, and 

job/internship opportunities, sign up at 

www.ocs.fas.harvard.edu 

 

Harvard’s “Monster Trak” allows you to post your 

resume and check for available internships. Follow the 

link under “HC Internship Program” from the OCS 

website. www.monstertrak.com 
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Student Life 

 
 

/// The Harvard Middle Eastern Cultural Association 

(HMECA) 

HMECA is run by CMES graduate students with the 

participation of undergraduates. It seeks to foster a sense 

of the diversity of Middle Eastern culture, and to promote 

academic exchange and mutual understanding between 

people from the Middle East and the Harvard 

Community. The weekly meetings where the officers of 

the Association plan and prepare events are a great 

opportunity to get to know your peers at CMES and to 

plan the events, film screenings, and speakers that you 

want. The Association can be a wonderful extension of 

your social, academic and professional life at Harvard.  

The Association’s Wednesday morning Qahwe, Baga’il 

wa Mufafin (“Coffee, Bagels and Muffins”) is a weekly 

feature of CMES life. 

 

 

Qahwe, Baga’il, wa Mufafin 

“Coffee, Bagels, and Muffins” is 

our weekly coffee morning. 

We meet informally in the 

reception room of CMES every 

Wednesday from 9:30am until 

noon and attract a regular cohort 

of students, faculty, visiting researchers, and other visitors 

within the CMES community. Invite your colleagues, 

teachers and friends. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

/// Harvard Student Organizations 

Harvard has hundreds of student-run organizations 

focused on myriad topics, affiliations and issues. For a 

full list or to start your own, visit:  

www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/ 

student_organizations.php 

 

 

/// Dudley House 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~dudley/ 

Dudley House became the official graduate student center 

in the fall of 1991. Dudley House is located in Lehman 

Hall in the southwest corner of Harvard Yard (across 

from the Out-of-Town Newsstand). All GSAS students 

are automatically members of the House and are 

encouraged to use its facilities. The House includes a 

dining hall (which serves meal on a cash or contract 

basis), game room, library, reading room, word 

processing and print facilities, lockers, pianos, bulletin 

boards, meeting and office space for student 

organizations, the Café Gato Rojo and the Graduate 

Student Council office and lounge. The lounges on the 

third floor are extremely comfortable, and provide 

magazines and games. The House provides an opportunity 

for GSAS students to interact with fellow graduate 

students and faculty from all departments in an informal 

atmosphere. Events include student-faculty dinners, 

language tables, after-dinner speakers, dances, jazz 

concerts, and subsidized outings to the Red Sox or ski 

trips. Students may participate in intramural athletics, a 

chamber orchestra and chorus, a folk music ensemble, the 

jazz band, and public service activities sponsored by the 

house. Dudley House is a congenial place for GSAS 

students to create a sense of community. The co- masters, 

house administrators, a student staff of Dudley fellows, 

and a representative House Committee coordinate and 
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Harvard Dining Services 
 

For more information about dining on campus and 
university cafes, visit the Harvard Dining Services 

 web site: 
 

www.dining.harvard.edu 

facilitate the activities and services of the House. Dudley 

fellows are charged with organizing many of the 

activities, and full-time fellows are paid and receive meals 

in the dining hall. Initiative in planning and implementing 

programs and activities from other students is also 

welcomed.  

 

/// Student Services and GSAS Office of Housing 

Also located in the basement of Dudley House are the 

GSAS Office of Housing and Student Services. Ellen 

Fox, Director of Student Services, is the primary 

resource for all GSAS students about any academic or 

personal concerns (E-mail: efox@fas.harvard.edu, Tel: 

617-495-5005). She serves in an advisory role and 

provides support and information about counseling and 

other services for GSAS students. In serving as an 

advocate for students and providing support, her role is 

similar to that of an ombudsperson. She also supervises 

the Resident Advisors, one of whom resides on each floor 

of the GSAS Residence Halls.  

 

The Housing Office coordinates GSAS Residence Hall 

assignments and keeps listings for off-campus apartments 

and other graduate students looking for roommates. 

www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/housing.php 

  

 

/// Cafés on Campus 

Café Gato Rojo is located in the basement of Dudley 

House. This student-run café is an excellent place to read 

the paper, meet with friends, catch up on work, or attend 

the occasional poetry reading, and open-mic night. The 

café serves a variety of coffees, teas, and patisserie and is 

a great place to relax. Check the Dudley House website 

for opening hours. Other on-campus eateries include the 

Knafel Commons in CGIS, Chauhaus in the Graduate 

School of Design, and the Science Center Greenhouse 

Café.  

 

 

 

/// What’s On: Harvard, Cambridge, and Boston 

Harvard Crimson 

www.thecrimson.harvard.edu 

 

Harvard Gazette 

www.news.harvard.edu/gazette 

 

The Unofficial Guide  

www.harvardstudentagencies.com/ug/default.asp 

 

City of Cambridge    

www.cambridgema.gov/index.cfm 

 

 Craigslist  

http://boston.craigslist.org 

 

 Boston Online 

 www.boston-online.com/Eats 

  

 Boston Phoenix 

www.thephoenix.com 

 

The Boston Globe Online  

www.boston.com 

 

Harvard Square Online 

www.harvardsquare.com 
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General Information

 

CMES Building Hours—38 Kirkland  is programmed 

open from 9am to 5pm Monday through Friday; the 

building is alarmed from 10pm to 8am Monday 

through Friday, and all day on weekends. Access 

during locked or alarmed hours for events should be 

arranged in advance with CMES Staff. \ 

 

Bicycle Racks—There are two bicycle racks near the 

CGIS South Building (44-bike capacity) and one near the 

Knafel (CGIS North) Building.  There is a small rack 

outside of CMES in the parking lot. 

 

CGIS Contacts—The Center for Government and 

International Studies houses departments, area research 

centers, auditoria, meeting rooms, a library, data lab, 

cafeteria, and even a Zen staircase and indoor garden! 

Visit the CGIS web site. 

 

Crimson Cash—The nearest Crimson Cash vending 

machine is in the basement of the CGIS North Building. 

 

Disability Access—Both CMES buildings are accessible 

by wheelchair, except the upper floor of 17 Sumner.  

 

E-mail Terminals—There is an e-mail terminal in main 

hallway at 38 Kirkland Street. There is a computer room 

available for student use in the basement of the CGIS 

North Knafel Building (the HMDC computer lab). 

 

Fax Machine—A fax machine is available for occasional, 

CMES-related use.  

 

Mail—CMES students have shared mailboxes, which are 

located at the main entrance of 38 Kirkland Street. Mail is 

delivered Monday–Friday at approximately 3pm. The  

 

 

Center does not forward mail, so please check your box 

regularly. Please arrange to have your regular, personal 

mail delivered to your residential address. 

 

Meeting Rooms: Scheduling—The Kirkland building has 

a small conference room (seats at table: 12, loose seating: 

24) and a reception area. If you wish to reserve the use of 

one of these rooms, please see CMES Staff. 

 

Meeting Rooms: Use—After your event, please make 

sure you leave the room in good condition and clean up 

after yourself. If you bring anything into the room (food, 

beverages, catering supplies, papers, extra tables, extra 

chairs, etc.), you must remove them from the room at the 

end of your meeting. If you serve food at your event, 

please wipe down the tables. Recycle trash where 

appropriate in the paper and can/bottle recycling bins 

found in the kitchen. Please wipe the whiteboard down as 

needed. And while you are welcome to move the tables 

and chairs around to suit your group, please return them 

to their original positions at the end of your event. 

 

Parking—There is no parking anywhere in the 

CGIS/CMES complex. Metered parking is available on 

Cambridge and Kirkland Streets, and the adjacent city 

streets require a Cambridge parking permit. There is a 

garage on Broadway Street closeby. Visit this site for 

more information:  

www.uos.harvard.edu/transportation/parking/ 

 

Smoking—Prohibited in all Harvard buildings.  

 

Copy machine—The copiers are only to be used by 

Center staff and faculty. There are copy machines in the 

basement of each CGIS building, the libraries, and around 

Harvard Square.  
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/// Libraries 

Harvard’s library collections are astounding. There are ninety-nine libraries  

on campus, and they contain untold treasures. Each department has its own  

library, and the University has special collections of Judaica, Arabic and 

Turkish texts. Here are some useful library web links to help you navigate  

Harvard’s vast sea of books and manuscripts. 

 

Harvard Libraries: http://lib.harvard.edu  

The main Harvard gateway to electronic resources on the Web, with access to  

nearly 4,500 indexes, abstracts, dictionaries, encyclopedias, full-text journals,  

statistics, the HOLLIS Catalog, and more. Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year from anywhere you have Web 

access. 

 

The Harvard College Library Web Page: http://hcl.harvard.edu/ 

The web site for the Harvard College Library, with links to web pages for the following individual libraries and programs: Widener, 

Cabot Science, Hilles, Fine Arts, Harvard-Yenching (East Asian Studies library), Lamont (undergraduate library, has an excellent 

reference and multimedia collection), Houghton (a treasure trove of rare books), Tozzer (anthropology), Kimmel, Loeb Music, and Social 

Sciences Program. Additionally, each department has its own library (searchable on Hollis). 

 

Interlibrary Loans : http://hcl.harvard.edu/info/interlibrary_loan/   

You can request interlibrary loan materials online from the Widener Library Web site. All online borrowers must register with the ILL 

service before submitting requests. Use the World Cat search engine to locate books, articles and materials in library collections 

worldwide. 

Middle Eastern Division at Widener Library : http://hcl.harvard.edu/libraries/widener/collections/mideast.html 

The Middle Eastern Division collects in great depth materials from the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Caucasus and from various 

émigré communities from these areas scattered throughout the world. These materials in the languages of these areas and in languages 

used by émigré communities include books, pamphlets, periodicals, newspapers, posters, broadsides, photographs, microforms, sound 

recordings, videotapes, and electronic databases. The collection is further supported by an extensive collection of materials published 

about the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Caucasus outside of these geographic areas. Resources in Widener also include an extensive 

collection of titles in Western languages, which are further enhanced by significant holdings both in Middle Eastern and Western 

languages at other Harvard libraries, such as the Fine Arts Library, Harvard Law School Library, and Loeb Music Library. 

Research Contacts: Cheryl LaGuardia is Head of Instructional Services for the Harvard College Library, Research Services, Widener 

Library. Contact her at claguard@fas.harvard.edu and at 617-496-4226. Michael Hopper is the Head of the Middle Eastern Division 

and he can be reached at mhopper@fas.harvard.edu and at 617-496-2902 

 

“A Guide to Guides”: http://hcl.harvard.edu/research/guides/ 

Offers guides for first-time Harvard Library users, guides for identifying sources on the web, and other useful information.  
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/// Map of Harvard  

 

 

/// Resources For International Students 

The best resources for international students are other 

international students. Most international students live on 

campus in their first year. If you live off-campus, make 

sure you make use of the graduate student center, Dudley 

House. This is a wonderful place to relax, meet people, 

and to feel part of a student community.  

 

Harvard International Office (HIO) 

1350 Massachusetts Avenue 

Holyoke Center Room 864 

Cambridge, MA 02138. 

Tel: 617- 495- 2789  |  www.hio.harvard.edu 

You should have received “Pre-Arrival” information from 

the Harvard International Office with the documents for 

your visa application. You must make contact with the 

International Office as soon as possible after arrival in 

Cambridge and not later than 30 days after the beginning 

program date on your visa documents. The Office is open 

Monday – Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. The HIO will not 

only help you with visa and I- 20 issues, but also advises 

graduate students about housing, health care and 

insurance, taxes, and employment. 

 

Your advisor at HIO is the incomparable Joseph Chen 

(joseph_chen@harvard.edu and 617-496-2815). You 

can contact the advisor on call at any time on Monday 

through Friday, 9am to 5pm at 617-495-2789. 

 

Visas, the I-20, and Other Documentation 

It is recommended that foreign students carry with them a 

photocopy of the I-94 card, visa document (DS-2019, I-

20, etc.) and the biographical page of their passport 

during their stay in the Boston area. When traveling 

outside of the metropolitan area of Boston, it is advisable 

to carry original documents, including a valid passport, 

visa documents, and the I-94 card. When traveling 

domestically by air, be prepared to show your original 

documents.  

 

Work Authorization 

If you are an international student and you wish to work, 

you will first have to acquire a permission slip from The 

International Office and apply for a Social Security 

Number.  

See www.hio.harvard.edu/  for information specific to 

your visa type. As an international student, you are 

allowed to work 15-20 hours per week on campus only. 

Social Security Numbers are issued for work purposes 

only. If you are asked for an SSN for any other reason, 

please consult the HIO. 

 

 

/// WHO’S WHO IN GSAS 

 
Ellen Fox, Director of GSAS Student Services 

Ellen Fox is the primary resource for all GSAS students 

about any academic or personal concerns including 

policies regarding sexual harassment. She serves in an 

advisory role and provides support and information about 

counseling and other services for GSAS students. In 

serving as an advocate for students and providing support, 
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her role is similar to that of an ombudsperson. Ellen 

supervises the resident advisors, one of whom resides on 

each floor of the GSAS Residence Halls.  Office: Dudley 

House, Room B-2; 617-495-5005; 

efox@fas.harvard.edu 

 

Barry Kane, Registrar 617-495-1543 

 

Lynn Dunham, Deputy Registrar 617-495-8268, 

ldunham@fas.harvard.edu. Academic records for all 

students in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences are 

maintained in the Registrar’s Office. In addition, the 

office oversees registration, examinations, and classroom 

schedules. Students should come to this office to report 

changes in name or address, or to request transcripts of 

their records or statements certifying their registration in 

the Graduate School. 

 

The Deputy Registrar places the appropriate tuition 

charges on students’ term bills. The Graduate Records 

office also handles petitions to add or drop a course, for 

cross-registration, and for make-up examinations, and 

applications for academic credit for work done elsewhere. 

This office is responsible for the listing of all prior 

degrees on a student’s GSAS transcript. Degree 

applications and doctoral dissertations are filed with the 

Graduate Records Office. The Office of the Registrar for 

the Faculty of Arts and Sciences is dedicated to providing 

the best possible services to meet the needs of the Harvard 

College and Graduate School communities. The office is 

the steward of student records from the point of 

matriculation to the conferral of the degree. It offers a 

wide range of services to faculty, students, and members 

of the administration in the areas of academic records, 

student status, registration, course enrollment, 

publications, classroom assignments, and administration 

of final examinations. The office supports teaching and 

learning within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences by 

administering the various academic policies of the 

College and the Graduate School. 

 

Garth McCavana, Associate Dean for GSAS Student 

Affairs, mccavana@fas.harvard.edu, Holyoke Center, 

Third Floor; 617-495-1814. 

Garth McCavana has general responsibility for the 

welfare of graduate students and monitors students’ 

academic status, progress, and discipline. He is available 

to discuss any problems that may arise including sexual 

harassment complaints. Dean McCavana will refer 

students to additional sources of assistance if necessary. 

 

Rise Shepsle, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs, 

rshepsle@fas.harvard.edu, Holyoke Center, Third Flr. 

Rise Shepsle serves as a contact person and resource for 

the registrar, the departments, and other FAS and 

University offices in communicating and interpreting 

GSAS policies and in assisting graduate students in 

maintaining satisfactory academic progress. She 

coordinates the transfer and readmission process, 

Exchange Scholar Program, and nonresident applications. 

She provides advice to students throughout the petitioning 

process on extension of incomplete petitions, part-time 

petitions, and add/withdrawals after the deadline. She 

advises international students about English as a Foreign 

Language resources and helps to coordinate the summer 

English Language Program for new international graduate 

students. Rise is a liaison for students, administrators and 

faculty in the interfaculty programs 

 

Dr. Cynthia Verba, Director of Fellowships, 

cverba@fas.harvard.edu  Holyoke Center, Third Floor, 

phone: 617-(49)5-1814. Please call to arrange for an 

appointment. 

The Fellowships Office provides the following services 

related to fellowships and other aspects of professional 

development: 
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·  Individual counseling as the centerpiece of the 

office's services. Fellowship advice includes 

feedback on drafts of fellowship proposals, 

strategies for clearly articulating the significance of 

the fellowship project, identifying appropriate 

fellowship opportunities, and securing effective 

letters of recommendation and faculty advice. 

Professional development advice concerns the 

following issues: defining goals at the various 

stages of the doctoral program and finishing the 

dissertation in a timely fashion, delivering papers at 

professional meetings, and submitting articles to 

journals or book manuscripts to publishers, and 

applying for postdoctoral fellowships to prepare the 

dissertation for publication. 

·  Publications on fellowships and professional 

development. The publications below complement 

and support the issues dealt with in counseling: 

Scholarly Pursuits: A Guide to Professional 

Development During the Graduate Years contains 

samples of winning fellowship proposals, CVs, and 

cover letters. It is available to all GSAS students 

free of charge in the Byerly Hall Dean’s Office, 2nd 

floor. The following fellowship guides are available 

online: Graduate Guide to Grants; The Harvard 

Guide to Postdoctoral Fellowships; and Fellowships 

for Harvard GSAS Students, an annual publication 

that consists of descriptions and applications for 

some of the major GSAS fellowship competitions. 

·  A series of workshops on fellowships and other 

aspects of professional development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

///UNIVERSITY RESOURCES 

 

Accessible Education Office 

www.aeo.fas.harvard.edu 

617-496-8707 (voice); 617-496-3720 (sign language 

services) 

Services for qualified students who have physical, 

learning or mental health disabilities or health conditions 

and have registered with AEO may include readers; 

reformatted academic materials for students with learning 

disabilities, visual impairments, or for students requiring 

reformatting due to disease or medication side effects; 

sign language interpreters, real time captioning, and note-

takers for students who are deaf or hearing impaired; and 

typists/scribes for students with manual impairments. 

AEO also authorizes access to accessible transportation, 

housing and to the Adaptive Technology Lab. 

For information about accessible residence hall housing, 

contact GSAS Housing Services 

 

Bureau of Study Counsel 

http://bsc.harvard.edu/ 

5 Linden Street, 617-495-2581 

 The Bureau of Study Counsel offers a variety of 

academic, psychological, and consultative services for 

students including: individual counseling for academic or 

personal concerns; couples counseling; dispute resolution; 

issue focused groups and workshops; peer tutoring in 

specific courses and for English as a Foreign Language; 

the Harvard Course in Reading and Study Strategies; 

study strategy materials; individual and community 

consultation; post-crisis response workshops; teaching 

fellow and resident tutor support groups and training 

workshops; supervision of peer-tutoring, peer-counseling, 

and peer education groups. Also see Dissertation 

Writers' Support Group  and English as a Foreign 

Language. 
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Help With Computers 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/computing/ 

Walk-In Help Desk: Science Center B-13. Personal 

Computer Clinic: Science Center 225, Tel: 617-495-9000, 

e-mail: help@fas.harvard.edu  

FAS Computer Services provides a variety of computing 

services and facilities to the students, faculty, and staff of 

the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) and its affiliates. 

Most services are distributed via the FAS Network, a 

high-speed, fiber- optic data network that connects 

student residences. Scheduled and walk-in assistance with 

computer problems with viruses, networking, software, 

and operating system issues is provided through the Help 

Desk’s Personal Computer Clinic, Science Center 225. 

Limited in-room support for networking issues for 

residents of the GSAS Residence Halls (Child, Conant, 

Perkins, and Richards) is dispatched via the Help Desk. 

 

The Harvard Technology Showcase Multimedia Lab 

(Science Center 229) is an advanced multimedia facility 

offering state-of-the-art Macintosh and PC computing 

tools for walk-in use during open hours. The Showcase 

Lab is available to FAS students and faculty wishing to 

explore multimedia and advanced technologies. The 

Showcase features equipment for scanning, video capture 

and editing, CD and DVD writing, audio editing, and 

digital photography. 

 

Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning 

http://bokcenter.harvard.edu/ 

Science Center 318, 617-495-4869 

Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm 

The Bok Center coordinates a variety of activities to help 

educators at Harvard improve their teaching skills. 

Consultations are available to individuals who wish to 

discuss teaching issues privately, with other teachers in 

the same course, or in groups organized around specific 

concerns. The center provides free videotaping and 

consultations to those who want to practice or examine 

their classroom performance. In addition, staff members 

tailor programs to specific needs of individuals, courses, 

and departments. The center also offers forums for 

exchanging ideas about teaching; sponsors fall and winter 

teaching conferences; and administers a seminar on 

discussion- leading skills, a graduate writing fellows 

program, a senior teaching fellows program for award-

winning instructors and advanced teaching fellows, and a 

junior faculty seminar. 

 

English as a Foreign Language 

GSAS international students may want to improve their 

English language skills by taking Institute for English 

Language (IEL) courses at the Harvard University 

Extension School or the Harvard Summer School. 

Catalogues are available at the Extension School, 51 

Brattle Street, or online at www. extension.harvard.edu. 

Funding is available for non-intensive courses. 

 

The Bureau of Study Counsel offers tutoring to 

international students interested in improving their 

English language skills. GSAS will pay for approximately 

50 hours of tutoring. To register for a tutor, make an 

appointment to see Rise Shepsle, Assistant Dean of 

Student Affairs, by calling 617-495-1814. The Bureau 

also offers a course in Reading and Study Strategies 

designed to teach students to read strategically and 

selectively. It helps students gain a better sense of control 

over reading and studying. The Reading Course meets 

one hour per day for 14 days in the Science Center. The 

fee for the course is $25. Please call the Bureau of Study 

Counsel at 617-495-2581 for more information. First-year 

graduate students might prefer to wait until spring term to 

enroll so that they have a better understanding of their 

workload. The course is recommended for students with a 

good command of English. 
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Harvard Shuttle Bus  

http://www.uos.harvard.edu/transportation/shu.shtml 

The Harvard Shuttle operates a free door-to-door bus 

service from 7pm to 2:30am during the academic year. 

For service call 617-495-0400. 

 

Harvard University Health Services  

http://huhs.harvard.edu/ 

Holyoke Center, 75 Mt. Auburn St., 617-495-5711 for 

urgent care, and 617-495-2042 for mental health services 

 

 
ID Services 

When your ID is ready, or for card replacements, please 

bring your license or passport to the Harvard ID office to 

1350 Massachusetts Ave, Holyoke Center 953. You may 

reach them by phone at 617-495-3322, or by email at 

id_services@harvard.edu. For online forms, go to their 

web site at:  

 

Counseling & Mental Health Support 

http://huhs.harvard.edu/OurServices/ 

CounselingMentalHealthSupport.aspx 

Counseling and mental health staff are available to assist 

with a variety of concerns, including academic issues, 

relationship conflicts, problems with alcohol use, 

unwanted sexual contact, and depression or anxiety. Our 

staff consists of both male and female professionals who 

are trained and experienced in dealing with issues specific 

to university students. Many have special interests in 

areas such as eating concerns, academic concerns, 

relationship issues, alcohol and other drugs, and chronic 

illnesses.  

 

We encourage you to schedule an appointment with one 

of our staff members to discuss personal concerns and to 

develop new ways of resolving issues. Available services 

include individual, couple, family, or group meetings, 

depending on your needs. A variety of counseling and 

support groups specifically designed for students are 

offered each year. 

 

Office of Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 

340 Holyoke Center 

24 hour response line: 617-495-9100 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~osapr/ 

The Office of Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 

was established in 2003 to provide confidential support, 

information, and resource referrals to survivors of sexual 

violence who are at Harvard and to educate the Faculty of 

Arts and Sciences community about sexual assault, its 

prevention, and its impact. The Office coordinates on- and 

off-campus resources to develop a collaborative and 

effective response to sexual violence. GSAS students may 

access these services by calling or coming to the office. 

The office provides confidential, 24-hour information and 

assistance for students who have experienced sexual 

assault and related forms of interpersonal violence 

including sexual harassment and relationship abuse. Staff 

can explain options, including options for medical and 

mental health care, reporting, and adjudication, and can 

assist with referrals including to resources that are not 

affiliated with Harvard. The office also provides 

consultation and support for friends, partners, and others 

concerned about a sexual assault survivor. 

 

Museums 

http://www.harvard.edu/museums/ 

Some of the finest collections of their kind in the world. 

Please note that The Fogg Museum will be closed for the 

next five years, due to an extensive renovation project. 

During the renovation, selected works from the Fogg, 

Busch-Reisinger, and Sackler collections will be on view 

at the Arthur M. Sackler Museum at 485 Broadway. 
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Police Department (Harvard University) 

617-495-1212 
www.hupd.harvard.edu 

For safety tips, registering your bike, laptop, and more.  

 

Public Transportation 

www.mbta.com 

For information regarding the “T.” 

 

Sports at Harvard 

www.gocrimson.com 

There are many gyms and recreational facilities at 

Harvard that you can use free of charge.  

Beren Tennis Center – available for student use with ID, 

617-496-2476 

Blodgett Pool – among the finest collegiate swimming 

facilities in the nation, 617- 495-1789 

Bright Hockey Rink – open for recreational skating early 

in the morning, 617-495-4205 

Gordon Indoor Track and Tennis Center – call for open 

hours, 617- 495-4205 

Hemenway Gym/Squash Courts – a.k.a ‘the Law School 

Gym,’ 617-495-2222 

Malkin Athletic Center – a.k.a. ‘the MAC,’ offers a 

recently refurbished pool, large gym, courts for 

basketball, badminton and volleyball, and recreational 

classes, 617-495-2219 

Murr Center – tennis and squash courts, 617-495-3454 

Sailing Center – users must pass a 100 yard swim test at 

the MAC pool and pay a membership fee, 617-495-3434 

Weld Boathouse – open for individual rowing in sculls. 

Walk-in lessons 10am-2pm, 617- 495- 2226 

 

 

Recreational classes 

Semester-long classes meet once or twice per week and 

offer a range of activities including group exercise, 

squash, pilates, ice skating, kick boxing, fencing, 

swimming, ballroom dance, tai chi, yoga and more. Most 

are free, though a few charge nominal fees. Classes start 

at the beginning of the center, and you must enroll (free of 

charge) to use the facilities; pick up a schedule from the 

Recreation Office at the MAC. 

 

Technology Sales and Services 

www.uis.harvard.edu/technology_services 

Offering high-quality technology products and customer 

service at educational prices.  

 

Term Bill on the Web  

www.termbill.harvard.edu 

Keep up with your account online 

 

United Ministry  

Memorial Church, 617-495-5529, 

www.ministry.harvard.edu 

The United Ministry at Harvard is the umbrella 

organization of 36 chaplains representing 26 of the 

world’s religious (and one non-religious) traditions, 

united in their commitment to serving Harvard’s diverse 

student communities. Chaplains in The United Ministry 

are available to meet and talk about spiritual concerns, 

and ethical and personal matters. Visit the Website for 

complete up-to-date information, news and events, and a 

full description of groups and worship services. 

 

 

 

 

 



 33 

Life After Harvard 

 

/// Career Workshops 

CMES organizes a regular series of career workshops 

designed specifically for AM students. Professionals from 

business, politics, government, NGOs, academia, 

journalism, teaching and others meet with students to 

discuss career paths, training, and concrete strategies for 

putting the masters degree in Middle Eastern Studies to 

work. 

 

/// CMES Job, Grants and Fellowships Board  

Job notices sent to CMES and information on grants and 

fellowships are forwarded to the student listserv and 

posted to the CMES website. The website is password 

protected and only accessible to CMES students with a 

Harvard pin. 

  

/// Office of Career Services (OCS)  

The Office of Career Services, located at 54 Dunster 

Street (617-495-2595), was established to help students to 

find employment in their field of expertise. The Graduate 

Division has a staff that deals specifically with 

government and private- sector employment. The OCS 

offers individual, confidential job-counseling advice 

including interview preparation and assistance writing a 

résumé, CV, and cover letter; access to a Professional 

Connection Database and the Career Network Directory 

of GSAS Alumni; a dossier service that collects reference 

letters for use in fellowship and job market applications; 

and Interview Workshops. The OCS Newsletter, 

published weekly during the academic year, lists job 

openings, interview schedules, and qualifying 

examination dates (e.g. For the Foreign Service). Copies 

of the newsletter are mailed directly to CMES and can be 

found on the 1st floor. Sign up for their academic, non- 

academic, and international list serves to receive daily job  

 

postings. Their website has information about upcoming 

meetings and events, resources, and links to other sites. 

GSAS students can use the resources of the Cole Room in 

the Business School’s Baker Library (subject to certain 

restrictions). 

 

/// Postdoctoral Fellowships 

The GSAS Postdoctoral Fellowships is a searchable 

database available to GSAS students. The GSAS 

Fellowships Office offers counseling on how to apply for 

these fellowships and grants.  

www.gsas.harvard.edu/academic/fellowships/pdg.html 

 

/// Teaching Portfolio and Philosophy Statement  

The Bok Center and Office of Career Services advise TFs 

to develop and then update Teaching Portfolios early in 

their teaching careers at Harvard. TFs can begin the 

process during a regular teaching consultation 

appointment at the Bok Center. In preparation, TFs should 

save course materials, draft a teaching philosophy, request 

faculty and student references, keep copies of videotaped 

lectures, and collect student or CUE evaluations. 

 

/// www.post.harvard.edu 

Post.Harvard is an online community for Harvard 

Alumni. Services include e-mail forwarding, a searchable 

directory with contact information for Harvard alumni, 

electronic newsletters, discussion groups, clubs, a career 

networking service, and a number of alumni benefits and 

memorabilia for sale. In addition, the Harvard Alumni 

Association maintains a database of alumni willing to 

help students with their career choices and job searches 

called Professional Connections. The database is 

available for consultation at the Office of Career Services 

at 54 Dunster Street or through the Alumni Association.
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CMES Core Faculty 

 
 

Ali Asani, Professor of the Practice of Indo-Muslim 

Languages and Culture (PhD Harvard University, 1984) 

(617) 495-5755  |  aliasani@fas.harvard.edu  

Interests: Religion and culture of Islam, Islamic 

civilization in South Asia, Sufi and Islamic folk poetry in 

Indic languages. Recent courses include "Approaches to 

Studying Indo-Muslim Culture and South Asian Islam," 

"Reading and Research in Islamic Civilizations," 

"Understanding Islam and Contemporary Muslim 

Societies."  

 

Steven C. Caton, Professor of Contemporary Arab 

Studies  (PhD University of Chicago, 1984) 

(617) 495-1886  |  caton@wjh.harvard.edu 

Interests: Linguistics, cultural studies, Yemeni poetics and 

politics, gender. Recent courses include "Language and 

Culture," "Theories of Discourse and Culture in the 

Middle East." 

 

Eric Chaney, Assistant Professor of Economics 

617-495-2838 |  echaney@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Economic History, Applied Econometrics, 

Development, and Middle Eastern History 

 

Marwa Elshakry, Associate Professor, History of 

Science (PhD Princeton University) 

(617) 496-5184  |  elshakry@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: History of modern Arabic Sciences, Science and 

Empire, Darwin and Darwinism. Recent courses include: 

“Darwin’s Legacies,” and “Science and Empire”. 

 

William A. Graham, Professor of the History of 

Religion and Islamic Studies 

(PhD Harvard University, 1973) 

(617) 495-5757  |  wgraham@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Islamic religion, early Islamic history and 

literature, comparative history of religion. Recent courses 

include "Scriptures and Classics," "Reading and Research 

in Arabic Language and Civilization," "To Far Places: 

Literature of Journey and Quest." 

 

William Granara, Director of Moroccan Studies 

Program, Professor of the Practice of Arabic 

(PhD University of Pennsylvania, 1986) 

(617) 496-9065  |  granara@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Arabic language and literature, Arabic 

historiography, medieval Islam. Recent courses include 

"Advanced Modern Arabic," "Society and Culture in 

Modern Arabic Fiction," "Modern Arabic Narratives: 

Self, Society, and Culture."  

 

Wolfhart P. Heinrichs, James Richard Jewett Professor 

of Arabic  (D.Phil. University of Giessen, 1967) 

(617) 495-3977  |  wpheinr@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Classical Arabic poetry and literary theory, 

Islamic legal theory, Neo-Aramaic. Recent courses 

include "History of the Arabic Language," "History of 

Arabic Literature." 

 

Baber Johansen, Professor of Islamic Religious 

Studies; Acting Director, Islamic Legal Studies 

Program, Harvard Law School 

 (Ph.D. Freie Universität Berlin, 1965) 

(617) 495 1014  |  bjohansen@hds.harvard.edu 

Interests: History and the present of the Muslim fiqh, the 

importance of fiqh for Islam as a religion, its contributions 

to legal thought and practice and its place in the Muslim 

world. Recent courses include: “The Protocol of the 

Gaze.” 
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Cemal Kafadar, Interim Director of CMES, Vehbi Koç 

Professor of Turkish Studies  

 (PhD McGill University, 1987) 

(617) 496-1870  |  kafadar@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Ottoman history, the Middle East and the 

Balkans in the early modern era, modern Turkey. Recent 

courses include "Ottoman State and Society" I and II, 

"The Middle East and Modernity," "Topics in Ottoman 

Social and Cultural History," "The Middle East and 

Europe since the Crusades: Relations and Perceptions."  

 

Susan Kahn, Associate Director of CMES, Director of 

the AM Program, and Lecturer on Near Eastern Studies 

(PhD Harvard University, 1997) 

(617) 495-7596  |  skahn@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Anthropology of the Middle East, medical 

anthropology, kinship studies, Israel. Recent courses 

include "Approaches to Middle Eastern Studies: 

Proseminar," "Middle Eastern Studies Research Project 

Seminar." 

 

Salmaan Keshavjee, Medical Anthropologist, Division 

of Social Medicine and Health Inequalities, Brigham 

and Women's Hospital Instructor in Medicine, Harvard 

Medical School 

(617) 525-7649  |  salmaan@pih.org 

Interests: modernity, social institutions, civil society, and 

health in the Middle East and Central Asia; health-sector 

reform and access to health care and medical technology 

in transitional societies, with a special focus on countries 

of the former Soviet Union; and the role of non-

governmental organizations in globalization and the 

formation of trans-border civil society. His 

methodological expertise is in ethnography, participant-

observation, and qualitative interview techniques.  

 

Tarek Masoud, Assistant Professor in Public Policy at 

the John F. Kennedy School of Government 

617 496 3036  |  tarek_masoud@harvard.edu 

Interests: comparative politics and the Middle East. His 

current research focuses on the politics of religion in the 

Islamic world, particularly the ways in which Islamist 

parties adapt to their political environments 

 

Roy P. Mottahedeh, Chair, Committee on Islamic 

Studies, and Gurney Professor of History 

 (PhD Harvard University, 1969) 

(617) 495-3347  |  mottahed@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Medieval Islamic history, Islamic religion and 

culture. Recent courses include "History of the Near East, 

600-1055," "History of the Near East, 1055-1517: 

Conference Course." 

 

Afsaneh Najmabadi, Professor of Women's Studies; 

Professor of History 

(PhD Sociology, University of Manchester) 

(617) 496-7460  |  najmabad@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Genealogies of Iranian feminism, historiography 

of sexuality on non-Euro/American cultures. Recent 

courses include: "Women, Islam, and Nationalism in the 

Middle East and North Africa,” Current Problems in 

Feminist Theory," and "Nations, Genders, and Sexualities 

in Comparative Perspectives." 

 

Gülrü Necipoglu, Aga Khan Professor of Islamic Art 

and Architecture (PhD Harvard University, 1986) 

(617) 495- 2355  |  gnecipog@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Architectural history, Islamic art and 

architecture, Ottoman art and architecture. Recent courses 

include "Introduction to Later Islamic Art and 

Architecture (1250-1800)," "Cross Cultural Artistic 

Exchanges: Islamic and European Courts," "Architecture 

and Urbanism in the Age of Sinan," "Visual Encounters: 

Artistic Relations Between Europe and the Islamic 

World," "The Age of Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent: 

Art, Architecture, and Ceremonial at the Ottoman Court." 
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E. Roger Owen, Director, Contemporary Arab Studies 

Program, and A.J. Meyer Professor of Middle Eastern 

History  (D.Phil. University of Oxford, 1964) 

 (617) 495-2817  |  eowen@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Economic and social history of the Middle East, 

politics of the Middle East. Recent courses include 

"Readings in the History of Iraq, 1900-2005," "The 

Economics of the Middle East," "The Middle East During 

the First Wave of Modern Globalization, 1870-1925," 

“Debates in the Political and Ideological History of the 

Middle East," "Debates in the Economic and Social 

History of the Middle East." 

 

David J. Roxburgh, Professor of History of Art and 

Architecture  (PhD University of Pennsylvania, 1991) 

(617) 496-1056  |  roxburgh@fas.harvard.edu  

Interests: Arts of the Islamic book, album making, 

architecture in Iran and Central Asia. Recent courses 

include “Drawing in the Pre-Modern Islamic World,” 

“The Art of the Islamic Book, ca 1250-1600,” "Early 

Islamic Art and Architecture (650-1250)," "Islamic 

Pilgrimage," "Art in the Wake of the Mongol Conquests: 

Genghis Khan and His Successors." 

 

Hashim Sarkis, Aga Khan Professor of Landscape 

Architecture and Urbanism in Muslim Societies 

(BFA Rhode Island School of Design; Graduate School of 

Design, Harvard University; PhD Harvard University) 

(617) 496-0330  |  hsarkis@gsd.harvard.edu 

Recent courses include: Practices in Democracy, 

Constructing Vision: A History and Theory of 

Perspective's Applications in Architecture, Developing 

Worlds: Planning and Design in the Middle East and 

Latin America After WWII, and Green Modern: A 

History of Environmental Consciousness in Architecture 

from Patrick Geddes to the Present. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 37 

 

 

 

Irit Aharony, Senior Preceptor in Hebrew Language 

(PhD Bar-Ilan University, Modern Israeli Literature,1998) 

(617) 495-7958  |  aharony@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Modern Hebrew language, its origins and 

development; Israeli literature; Israeli history and culture; 

the influence of the Bible on Israeli culture; Israeli culture 

and the Middle East. 

 

Leila Ahmed, Professor of Women's Studies in Religion 

(PhD University of Cambridge, 1971) 

(617) 496-5316  |  leila_ahmed@harvard.edu  

Interests: Women and gender in Islam. Recent courses 

include "Issues in Feminism and Islam: A Historical 

Overview," "Feminism, Women, and Religion." 

 

M. Shahab Ahmed, Assistant Professor of Islamic 

Studies  (PhD Princeton University, 1999) 

(617) 495-4585  |  msahmed@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Islamic intellectual history. Recent courses 

include: “Quran”, “Hadith”, “Representations of the 

Prophet Muhammad through history”, “Ibn Taymiyyah 

and his times,” “The Vocabulary of Islam” and 

“Orthodoxy: Religion, Truth and Authority”.  

 

Mostafa Atamnia, Preceptor in Modern Arabic, Ali 

Abdul Rahman Alturki Endowment 

(JD University of Algiers, Faculty of Law) 

(617) 496-9273  |  atamnia@fas.harvard.edu 

 

Paul-Alain Beaulieu, Associate Professor of Assyriology 

(PhD Yale University, 1985) 

(617) 496-6009  |  pbeaul@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: The religion and culture of Mesopotamia during 

the first millennium B.C. Recent courses include 

"Akkadian Historical Texts," "Akkadian Incantations and 

Rituals." 

 

 

 

Jocelyne Cesari, Islam in the West Program Director; 

Lecturer on Islamic studies, Government 

(PhD University of Aix en Provence, 1991) 

(617) 495-8787 |  jcesari@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Islam and globalization, Muslim minorities in 

Europe and America, and Islam and politics in North 

Africa.  

 

J.F. Coakley, Senior Lecturer on Near Eastern 

Languages and Civilizations and Cataloguer in the 

Manuscript Department, Houghton Library  

(PhD University of Cambridge, 1978) 

(617) 496-2312; 496-4027 |  coakley@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Syriac studies, the modern Assyrians, history of 

printing. Recent courses include "Elementary Syriac," 

"Readings in Syriac."  

 

Khaled El-Rouayheb, Assistant Professor of Islamic 

Intellectual History  

617-495-1681  |  kel@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: History of Arabic logic between 1200 and 1800, 

intellectual life of this “post-classical” period of Arabic-

Islamic civilization. His publications include a 

monograph: Before Homosexuality in the Arab-Islamic 

World, 1500-1800 “Sunni Islamic Scholars on the Status 

of Logic, 1500-1800.” 

 

Sayed Elsisi, Preceptor in Modern Arabic 

(617) 495-5872  |  selsisi@fas.harvard.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

CMES Related Faculty 



 38 

Luis M. Giron-Negron, Assistant Professor of 

Comparative Literature and of Romance Languages and 

Literature (PhD Harvard University, 1997) 

(617) 495-2567  |  giron@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Literature and religious history of medieval 

Spain; comparative themes in Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic, 

and Latin literatures. Recent courses include "Religion 

and Literature in the Middle Ages," "From Type to Self in 

the Middle Ages." 

 

Mary-Jo DelVecchio Good, Professor of Social 

Medicine  (PhD Harvard University, 1977) 

(617) 432-2557  |  maryjo_good@hms.harvard.edu 

Interests: Culture, person, and healing in Middle Eastern 

societies; biomedicine and bioethics in comparative 

perspective; gender and culture in Middle Eastern and 

Islamic societies ñ Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, Indonesia. 

Recent courses include "Gender and Culture in Middle 

Eastern and Islamic Studies."  

 

Byron Good, Professor of Medical Anthropology and 

Lecturer on Anthropology  

(PhD University of Chicago, 1977) 

(617) 432-2612; (617) 495-3904   

byron_good@hms.harvard.edu 

Interests: Medical and psychiatric anthropology. Recent 

courses include "Culture, Illness, and Healing: A Cross-

Cultural Comparison of Medicine in Society," "Theory 

and Medical and Psychiatric Anthropology." 

 

Anna Grinfeld, Preceptor in Modern Hebrew 

(617) 495-7958  |  grinfeld@fas.harvard.edu 

 

Paul D. Hanson, Florence Corliss Lamont Professor of 

Divinity  (PhD Harvard University 1971) 

(617) 495-5765  |  pdhanson@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Jewish apocalyptic literature, biblical prophecy, 

biblical theology, biblical religion and politics in the 

United States. Recent courses include "Jewish 

Apocalypticism," "Biblical Interpretation." 

 

Jay M. Harris, Harvard College Professor and Harry 

Austryn Wolfson Professor of Jewish Studies 

(PhD Columbia University, 1985) 

(617) 495-0829  |  jharris@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Ancient Judaism, modern Jewish history. 

Recent courses include "Guided Readings in Jewish 

History," "Reading and Research in Post biblical Jewish 

Studies." 

 

Michael Herzfeld, Professor of Anthropology 

(D.Phil. University of Oxford, 1976) 

(617) 496-5190  |  herzfeld@wjh.harvard.edu 

Interests: Social theory, social poetics, politics of history, 

Greece. Recent courses include "The Anthropology of 

Knowledge: Seminar," "Anthropology and the Uses of 

History."  

 

Feryal Hijazi, Preceptor in Arabic 

(617) 495-8127 

 

Edward Keenan, Andrew W. Mellon Professor of 

History and Director of Dumbarton Oaks Research 

Library and Collection 

(PhD Harvard University, 1966) 

(202) 339-6413  |  keenan@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Russian and Central Asian history. Recent 

courses include “Topics in Pre-Petrine History; Seminar," 

"Medieval and Early Modern Russia." 

 

C.C. Lamberg-Karlovsky, Stephen Phillips Professor 

of Archaeology and Ethnology 

(PhD University of Pennsylvania, 1965) 

(617) 496-8162  |  karlovsk@fas.harvard.edu  

Interests: Near Eastern archaeology. 
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Jon D. Levenson, Albert A. List Professor of Jewish 

Studies  (PhD Harvard University, 1975) 

(617) 495-5955  |  jon_levenson@harvard.edu  

Interests: Literature, religion, and theology of the Hebrew 

Bible and rabbinic Judaism. Recent courses include “The 

Medieval Torah Commentary: A Practical Introduction: 

Seminar," "Midrash: The Figure of Abraham: Seminar." 

 

Peter B. Machinist, Hancock Professor of Hebrew and 

Other Oriental Languages  (PhD Yale University, 1978) 

(617) 495-0333  |  machinis@fas.harvard.edu  

Interests: Biblical studies, Mesopotamian studies, history 

of the ancient Near East. Recent courses include 

"Prophecy in Ancient Israel," "History of the Religion of 

Israel." 

 

Avi Matalon, Assistant Professor of Near Eastern 

Languages and Civilizations 

(617) 384-9209  |  matalon@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: History of literary translations, with emphasis 

on relations between Hebrew and Romance languages, 

historiography and the cultural politics of identity. 

 

David G. Mitten, James Loeb Professor of Classical Art 

and Archaeology and George M.A. Hanfmann Curator 

of Ancient Art, Harvard University Art Museums  

(PhD Harvard University, 1962) 

(617) 495-3355  |  mitten@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Aegean, Anatolian, and Achaemenian Persian, 

art and archaeology. 

 

Sandra Naddaff, Senior Lecturer on Literature 

(PhD Harvard University, 1983) 

(617) 495-4186  |  snaddaff@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Arabic, French, and English literature. Recent 

courses include "Voyaging to the Orient: The Question of 

the Other," "On Translation." 

 

Dani Rodrik, Rafiq Hariri Professor of International 

Political Economy  (PhD Princeton University, 1985) 

(617) 495-9454  |  dani_rodrik@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: International economics, Middle East 

economics. Recent courses include "International 

Economic Policy Analysis," International Trade Policy: 

Issues and Analysis." 

 

James R. Russell, Mashtots Professor of Armenian 

Studies  (PhD University of London, 1982) 

(617) 496-9049  |  russell@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Armenian studies, pre-Islamic Iran. Recent 

courses include "Armenian Civilization," "Armenian 

Epic." 

 

John S. Schoeberlein-Engel, Lecturer on Central Asian 

Studies  (PhD Harvard University, 1994) 

(617) 495-4338  |  schoeber@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Anthropology; Central Asia; identity, culture, 

and politics; Islam. Recent courses include "History and 

Culture of Islamic Peoples of the Former Soviet Union," 

"Central Asian Culture and Society." 

 

Bernard Septimus, Jacob E. Safra Professor of Jewish 

History and Sephardic Civilization  

(PhD Harvard University, 1975) 

(617) 495-1701  |  septimus@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Medieval Jewish history and Hebrew literature. 

Recent courses include "Reading and Research in 

Postbiblical Jewish Studies," "Introduction to Rabbinic 

Literature." 
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Kay K. Shelemay, Professor of Music 

(PhD University of Michigan, 1977) 

(617) 495-2791  |  shelemay@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Middle Eastern music. Recent courses include 

"Ethnomusicology: Seminar," "Research Methods in 

Ethnomusicology: Seminar." 

 

P. Oktor Skjaervo, Aga Khan Professor of Iranian 

(PhD University of Oslo, 1981) 

(617) 496-5756  |  skjaervo@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Iranian linguistics. Recent courses include "Old 

Persian," "Reading and Research in Iranian Languages 

and Literatures." 

 

Lawrence E. Stager, Dorot Professor of Archaeology of 

Israel  (PhD Harvard University, 1975) 

(617) 495-5756  |  stager@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Archaeology of the Levant; society, economy, 

and religion of Canaan and Israel. Recent courses include 

"Biblical Archeology," "Archeology of the Levant (Syria-

Palestine)." 

 

Piotr Steinkeller, Professor of Assyriology 

(PhD University of Chicago, 1976) 

(617) 495-0553  |  steinkel@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Socioeconomic history of early Mesopotamia. 

Recent courses include "Introduction to Mesopotamian 

Religion," "History and Archeology: Seminar." 

 

Himmet Taskomur, Preceptor in Turkish 

(617) 496-8568  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irene Winter, William Dorr Boardman Professor of 

Fine Arts  (PhD Columbia University, 1973) 

(617) 495-0780  |  iwinter@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Archaeology, Near Eastern art history. Recent 

courses include: "Foundations of Early Civilization: An 

Introduction to the Art of Ancient Mesopotamia," "Cross-

Cultural Aesthetics: Proseminar." 

 

Ruth R. Wisse, Professor of Yiddish Literature and of 

Comparative Literature  (PhD McGill University, 1969) 

(617) 496-9050  |  wisse@fas.harvard.edu 

Interests: Yiddish language and literature, Jewish studies. 

Recent courses include "Literature and Politics: The Case 

of Zionism," and "The Literature of Destruction." 

 

Dalia Yasharpour, Preceptor in Persian 

(617) 496 8559  |  dyasharp@fas.harvard.edu 


